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Development of the Common Core State Standards 

The Common Core State Standards Initiative was a state-led effort that established a single set of clear 
educational standards for kindergarten through 12th grade in English Language Arts and mathematics 
that states could voluntarily adopt. The standards were designed to ensure that students graduating from 
high school are prepared for credit bearing entry courses in college programs or to enter the workforce. 
The standards were designed to be clear and concise to ensure that parents, teachers, and students 
understand the expectations in reading, writing, speaking and listening, language and mathematics to be 
College and Career Ready. 

Governors and Chief State School Officers lead the way for common standards across the nation 

The nation’s governors and education commissioners, through their representative organizations the 
National Governors Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) led the 
development of the Common Core State Standards and continue to lead the initiative. Teachers were a 
critical voice in the development of the standards. The Common Core State Standards drafting process 
relied on teachers and standards experts from across the country. The National Education Association 
(NEA), American Federation of Teachers (AFT), National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), 
and National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), among other organizations were instrumental in 
bringing together teachers to provide specific, constructive feedback on the standards. 

High standards that are consistent across states provide stakeholders with a set of clear expectations that 
are aligned to the expectations in college and careers. The standards promote equity by ensuring all 
students, no matter where they live, are well prepared with the skills, knowledge and abilities necessary 
to collaborate and compete with their peers in the United States and abroad. Unlike previous state 
standards, which were unique to every state in the country, the Common Core State Standards enable 
collaboration between and among states on a range of resources and policies, including:  

 development of criteria for textbook review/adoption aligned to the standards; 
 development of digital media and other teaching materials aligned to the standards 
 development and implementation of common comprehensive assessment systems to measure 

student performance annually that will replace existing state testing systems; and 
 development of resources needed to help support educators and schools in the instruction of the 

new standards. 

The Common Core State Standards and previous state standards 

The Common Core State Standards were written by building on the best and highest state standards in 
existence in the U.S., examining the expectations of other high performing countries around the world, 
and careful study of the research and literature available on what students need to know and be able to 
do to be successful in college and careers. No state in the country was asked to lower their expectations 
for their students in adopting the Common Core. The standards are evidence-based, aligned with college 
and work expectations, include rigorous content and skills, and are informed by other top performing 
countries. They were developed in consultation with state departments of education, teachers and 
parents from across the country so they are also realistic and practical for the classroom. 
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The Standards made careful use of a large and growing body of evidence, including: 

 Scholarly research; 
 Surveys on what skills are required of students entering college and workforce training programs; 
 Assessment data identifying college- and career-ready performance; 
 Comparisons to standards from high-performing states and nations; 
 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) frameworks in reading and writing for English 

language arts; and 
 Findings from Trends in International Mathematics and Science (TIMSS) and other studies concluding 

that the traditional US mathematics curriculum must become substantially more coherent and 
focused in order to improve student achievement 

In particular, the following criteria guided the development of the standards: 

 Alignment with expectations for college and career success; 
 Clarity; 
 Consistency across all states; 
 Inclusion of content and the application of knowledge through high-order skills; 
 Improvement upon current state standards and standards of top-performing nations; 
 Reality-based, for effective use in the classroom; and 
 Evidence and research-based 
 International benchmarking played a significant role in both sets of standards.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source http://www.corestandards.org/ 

http://www.corestandards.org/
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History of Common Core Standards in Nevada 
In 2004, state departments of education, including Nevada, began discussing the possibility of common 
standards. These conversations led to the development of committees to write the Common Core State 
Standards in 2009. Throughout the development process, Nevada participated by providing feedback, 
attending and convening meetings and preparing for the eventual adoption of the standards.  
 
In October 2010, Nevada officially adopted the Common Core State Standards, making them the Nevada 
Academic Content Standards (NVACS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics of record. With 
this action, the Nevada State Board of Education committed to ensuring that all students are ready for 
college and careers.   
 
In October 2010, an initial awareness of the adoption and impact of the transition timeline (Appendix A) 
was communicated to stakeholders by the Nevada Department of Education (NDE), Regional Professional 
Development Centers (RPDP), Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) and Districts. To reinforce the 
new standards in ELA and mathematics summer institutes were provided by the RPDP’s throughout the 
state in 2011. In the spring and summer of 2012 curriculum trainers began creating materials based on 
each standard for use by professional development providers and/or teachers in the classroom to aide in 
gaining a deeper understanding of what the standards look like in practice. Professional development, 
provided by the RPDPs and district curriculum trainers, for all teachers is ongoing and includes access to 
resources that enhance knowledge of instructional changes to ensure that students are proficient  

Implementation of the Nevada Academic Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics 

The Nevada Department of Education (NDE), in collaboration with Nevada educators, developed a 
timeline for systemic transition to the Nevada Academic Content Standards (NV ACS) for English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, which lead to the development of a draft implementation plan, 
facilitated by the West Comprehensive Center. This plan will be completed by the end of 2013 and will 
guide the Nevada Department of Education and districts in the implementation process as well as model 
future standards implementations. The partnership with the West Comprehensive Center led to 
numerous resources that represent various aspects of Common Core.  
 
In 2010, the initial Nevada Common Core Standards Steering Committee was formed to oversee the 
timeline and state activities for the systemic transition to the Nevada Academic Content Standards (NV 
ACS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics. The Committee was composed of personnel from 
the NDE, Nevada school districts, state charter schools, RPDP’s, NSHE, the Blue Ribbon Task Force and 
the Nevada State Education Association. The following work teams are, or have been part of the Steering 
Committee responsibilities: 
 
 Communication Work Team:  continues to disseminate information associated to Common Core 
Standards and Nevada developed professional development documents. 
 Gap Analysis Work Team:   determined the alignment between Nevada content standards and the 
Common Core State Standards (completed, 2011) 
 Translation Work Teams:  have created user-friendly documents to guide curriculum, instruction 
and assessment (completed, 2011) 
 Professional Development Work Teams:   continue to create resource materials and opportunities 
for teachers and stakeholders   
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In June 2013, Governor Brian Sandoval issued an executive order (Appendix B) formalizing the work of 
the Steering Committee with a focus on engagement in all levels of the education system, birth through 
College (B-16).  To ensure policy aligns with actions the committee will be co-chaired by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and Chancellor of the Nevada System of Higher Education.  
 
The Nevada Department of Education has been dedicated to engaging stakeholders through this 
transition process with a focus on collaborating with the Nevada System of Higher Education. Since 
January of 2012, Nevada has been fortunate to work with a dedicated representative from NSHE, Dr. 
William Spear of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  Dr. Spear has been a participant in a variety of 
activities related standards and assessments, as well as a member of the original Common Core Steering 
Committee. In his role as the Smarter Balanced Higher Education lead Dr. Spear sends a weekly email 
update to over 100 members of the NSHE Community as a means of communicating news on the 
implementation of Smarter Balanced Assessments in support of the Nevada Academic Content Standards 
in ELA and mathematics. In addition to Dr. Spear, faculty members from the University of Nevada, Reno, 
Nevada State College, the Chancellors Office and other campuses in the NSHE system have been involved 
throughout the implementation process to ensure engagement and vertical alignment for Nevada’s 
students.  
  
Since 2010, through the work of PK-16 educators and stakeholders, Nevada has committed to ensuring 
that all students are college and career ready. This commitment has led to a the activities outlined in this 
overview of Nevada’s work towards implementation of the Nevada Academic Content Standards in 
English Language Arts and mathematics.  The hope of this continued collaboration with NDE and PK-16 
stakeholders will further deepen this commitment to college and career readiness.   
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Appendices: 

 
The NDE website provides resources that support the transition to the Nevada Academic Content 
Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics. More information about implementing the NV ACS 
in ELA and Math can be found here: http://www.doe.nv.gov/Topic/Standards__Topic/ 

Appendix A 

 

 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Topic/Standards__Topic/
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Appendix B 
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